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When I was an 11-year-old boy, a friend of mine had an older brother who had built an FM radio transmitter. We thought it would be fun to make our own "pirate" radio station; so we decided to copy the circuit. We wrote down the components (like "a resistor with brown, black, red, and gold color code") and went to the local electronics shop and spent my monthly allowance. I assembled the transmitter with a huge 100-W soldering iron, the only one I had around, and, magically, the transistor survived this torture. Now I know that the circuit based on the BF175 transistor was a simple Colpitts oscillator, in which the audio frequency modulated the radio frequency.
At first, the radio did not seem to work. But later, a neighbor came to my mother to complain that she heard my voice on her TV. I was so excited! Apparently, my transmitter worked but was just at the wrong frequency. After fiddling around with my self-made inductor, I got it to work on the FM band.
Riding my bicycle, I collected old televisions from the dump and took the parts that looked useful. Now I had free components and could play with circuits, although I had no real idea what I was doing. I made a visual effect to coincide with the beat of my music by just trying all possible combinations of the three terminals of a transistor, a supply, and a lightbulb. For my next birthday, I received a Philips Electronics construction kit and learned about the basic operation of the components. From there on out I was hooked and knew that I wanted to be an electronic circuit designer! Now more than 40 years later, I still enjoy the magic of analog circuits. The simpler, the more fun it is. With experience, I can now look at a circuit schematic and simply "see" how it works. I learned that there is still room for very simple circuits that show sometimes very complex and interesting behavior. It's fun to share ideas and meet other people who have the same passion about circuits. We have the same way of thinking and all appreciate the beauty of a smart circuit solution. This is exactly why I'm so excited to be the new president of the IEEE Solid-State Circuits Society (SSCS). I have the honor of representing one of the largest professional organizations for circuit designers in the world. Inventing circuits is cool, but sharing this with others, and learning from others, is even cooler! Through networking, we can progress our knowledge and educate each other. The SSCS is really a wonderful global community to belong to for exchanging knowledge and technique. Our conferences and scholarly publications enable us to meet our peers both in person and virtually. Our top ranked "red rag," also known as IEEE Journal of Solid-State Circuits (JSSC), educates our readers in depth about the latest circuit techniques. Our local Chapters organize events all over the world, where circuit designers can meet each other and also enjoy the Distinguished Lectures of our well-established experts in the field. I cannot imagine a world without these activities where progress i n innovative circuit design is progressed. I have been a technical program committee member of most SSCSsponsored conferences, including the Program chair of our flagship conference, International Solid-State Circuits Conference. I have also served as editor-in-chief of JSSC.
As I begin my term, I would like to share some program and product highlights coming in 2018. First, I hope that our members will be as excited as their leadership at the arrival of our new publication, IEEE Solid-State Circuits Letters, which is envisioned as a rapid-submissionto-publication journal with the same high-quality standards we engineer into all of our Society scholarly publications. I would like to thank John Long and Behzad Razavi for driving this initiative.
Education Chair Ali Sheikholeslami, is spearheading the launch of a new series of student and professional design contests to showcase membership and leap-frog innovative Originating from our Membership Committee, chaired by Patrick Yue, is our new mobile app. Be sure to download our new IEEE SSCS "Volta" from your device app store. Discover the history of circuit design in the palm of your hand with your students and children. Let it be their "pirate" radio-let's pass the spark! On behalf of the volunteer leaders and members of the SSCS, I would like to thank Jan Van der Spiegel for successfully leading the Society for the past two years with diplomacy, grace, and conviction. He leaves us with a legacy of increased membership, Chapter growth, publication expansion, and solid conference performance.
Upon this strong and sustainable foundation, we will continue to develop new initiatives to help serve our members and move us along our ambitious strategic plan.
I hope I can contribute to the legacy of leadership to our prestigious Society in my new role as president. I would like to thank the Administrative Committee and Society members for putting their trust in me to fill this vital role. I look forward to hearing from you with any questions, comments, or concerns at b.nauta@utwente.nl.
I would like to thank Jan Van der Spiegel for successfully leading the Society for the past two years with diplomacy, grace, and conviction.
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